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decision, really conceded the point that slave property was safe in the
territories ? The senatorial clique was of this opinion and had sent for
Yancey the night before and impressed upon him the need of disregard-
ing his instructions. There is some evidence that he was willing and
sought to persuade his delegation to postpone action. This possibility
disturbed the Douglasites, particularly in Alabama and the Northwest.
It may be the explanation for Stuart's bitter speech. Whatever may
have been Yancey's willingness to yield, he was overruled. The
Mississippians seem to have descended upon the hesitant Alabamans
with such force that they threw off their doubts and were ready to
withdraw.
The convention was splitting because the forces moving toward dis-
ruption had proved explosive. First there was the quarrel over principle,
a point particularly strong in the South. Then there was fear of the
political consequences of accepting a Douglas platform; it would play
into the hands of the opposition in the southern states. Bad blood be-
tween southern and northern delegates, personal antagonisms, and
resentment at the domineering tone of the majority, all stirred toward
violent action. Finally it was apparent that the Douglas managers had
the votes, and that even if Douglas were kept from the nomination his
friends would control the party and would reject any nominee not
pleasing to them. Southern delegates would not accept this inferior
position, not with Charleston society looking on.
Thus when Stuart finished, Leroy Pope Walker arose to cast the die.
He read and sent to the chair Alabama's protest against the denial of
southern rights. No audience could have been more encouraging. Had
the convention met in Chicago with the Douglas cohorts filling the
galleries or in New York with the Tammany-Mozart boys shouting
down each other and the South, the result might not have been the
same. Yancey and his colleagues now solemnly marched out of the
convention midst the plaudits of the gallery. Alabama was not marching
alone; Mississippi followed, so did Louisiana and South Carolina, with
Florida and Texas bringing up the rear. With every withdrawal there
was oratory, and Charleston hearts were warmed as never before. Here
was what Rhett and the radicals for years had been praying for. South-
ern states were defying their northern neighbors, were acting in concert,
with Charleston providing a perfect setting for the drama.18